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their job one-half as well as the average research
engineer, the present world would be a much safer and
happier place in which to live.
It must be admitted, however, that to a certain
extent technical progress also contributed indirectly to
the failures and disappointments of our time- The
trouble is, that with the rapid development of our
industry, transportation, communication, interchange
of materials, products and ideas, the political and
economical situation became so much more complex
that it is now much farther from the understanding of
the average man than it was before. If the degree and
percentage of correct understanding of facts could be
properly measured and expressed, I have no doubt that
a simple farmer of the time of George Washington
would be found to know and understand correctly a
greater part of the realities and facts of the adminis-
trative and economical operation of his country than
would be the vast majority of the population of all
countries at the present time. The extreme complica-
tion of modern national and international life and
economics is so misleading that masses of men cannot
understand how little they know about the realities and
facts.
I would never take the initiative in using the un-
complimentary word " masses " with reference to men,
if it were not already an established modern expression.
Because by " masses " we mean large quantities of some
substance like snow, or sand, or pig iron, something
which is essentially inert, soulless and brainless. The
troubles of modern life are numerous and serious. The
general restlessness, strikes, racketeering and revolu-
tions'are not a compliment to the intelligence of man-